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The aim of this Workshop is for the RADIANT project to help showcase the 

Bere barley value chain and engage with the range of stakeholders in this 

chain. There will be an opportunity to see examples of success stories in the 

value chain, engage with the range of research activities associated with Bere 

barley, visit some significant players in the Bere value chain and taste some 

of the varying Bere barley products, while getting to know a range of other 

Bere enthusiasts. 
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RADIANT CREATOR Workshop – Bere 
Programme 

 
Day 1: July 11th 2022  

Workshop, Orkney College 

 
09:30  Registration  
 

Introduction - to the RADIANT Project, Bere Barley and Orkney 
 
10:00  Welcome to the College and Orkney  

Edward Abbott Halpin, University of the Highlands & Islands 
 

10:10  Introduction to the RADIANT Project & CREATOR 
workshop 
Marta Vasconcelos, Catholic University of Porto 

Pietro (Pete) Iannetta, James Hutton Institute 
 

10:25  Commercialisation of Bere Barley in Orkney  
Peter Martin, University of the Highlands & Islands 

 

Short perspectives from a variety of bere-focused stakeholders 
 

10:40 Bere in the ancient past: how we might recognise the 
landrace in the archaeological record  
Michael Wallace, University of Sheffield and Headland 

Archaeology 
 

10:55  Genetics of Bere 
Joanne Russell, James Hutton Institute 

 
11:05  Stress Tolerance of Bere  

Timothy George, James Hutton Institute 

 
11:15 Bere and brewing history  

Susan Flavin, Trinity College Dublin 
 
11:30 Panel & Delegates Discussion 

 
12:00  Lunch (with optional field trial visit at 12:30) 

 
Bere Showcase: heritage, sustainability, and commercialisation 

 

13:00  Free time to visit the stalls. Spotlight presentations will be given: 
 

 13:15 Bruichladdich Distillery - Lesley McGeachy 

 13:45 Crisp Malt - Colin Johnston  

 14:00 Birsay Heritage Trust – Rachel Scarth 
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14:15  Coffee Break 
 

Workshop activities: parallel consultations & group discussions 
 

14:30   Delegates divided into 3 groups to discuss the following: 
 

Workshop 1: Farmer’s consultation (Blue Group). Producers will be asked 

to complete the initial sections of questionnaire concerning the cultivation of 

Bere. This will be followed by a group discussion to explore barriers and drivers 

of underutilised crops on your farm, and then the final section of the 

questionnaire will be completed. 

 

Workshop 2: Consumer’s consultation (Red/Orange Group). Consumers 

will be asked to complete a questionnaire regarding their preferences regarding 

Bere-based products. This will be followed by a group discussion to explore 

barriers and drivers of the consumption of underutilised crops. 

 

Workshop 3: All other delegates (Green and Yellow Group). Perspectives 

will be sought on factors which underpin the cultivation and consumption of 

underutilised crops. The discussion should also consider what is means to have 

a ‘dynamic value chain’ for underutilised crops.  

 
17:00  Bere product tasting event 
 

19:30  Dinner at the Storehouse, Kirkwall 
(thestorehouserestaurantwithrooms.co.uk) 

 

 

 

Day 2: July 12th 2022  
Field Trial Visits, Orkney History Talk on the bus 

 

08:30  Pick up at Orkney college  

09:00  Ness of Brodgar Visit 

10:30  Swannay Brewery (https://www.swannaybrewery.com/) 

11:30  Barony Mill (https://baronymill.com/visit/) 

12:30  Lunch - Birsay Community Hall (http://www.birsayhall.co.uk/) 

13:30 Coach Departure 

14:30  Burray Field Visit  

Including airport drop offs at 14:00 and 16:30. 

17:00  Return to Orkney college 


